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Cockfield. IP30 0JQ

01284 828264 or janne@twerbs.co.uk

Would you like to
Subscribe to
Green Links

Cockfield
Village Hall
Available for hire at very
reasonable rates

There are currently over 400
subscribers to Green Links in
Cockfield and the
surrounding villages.
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June Pettit
for bookings or for
further details
cockfield.org.uk/villagehall
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£3.00 payable in August.
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Please spread the
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super village hall,
huge car park
and full facilities

Please contact
01284 828264
for further details

GREEN LINKS ADVERTISING
To place an advertisement in Green Links
or enquire about our rates please contact
Sue Harrison at
sue.harrison42@gmail.com
2

Well here we are again - back to an online version only for the
February edition of Green Links, I sincerely hope, as I am sure we
all do, that we are on the path to a speedy and safe return to some
sort of normality soon.
Being online only does have some advantages thought, rather
than being limited to one or two colour pictures I can publish an
array of super photos sent in over the past few weeks. My thanks
to Peter, Carl, Kathryn, Kelvin, Monique and Paula for this months
gallery. I have used up all my reserves so if you are out and about
please capture some more pictures of seasonal interest and send
them on in.
Unfortunately there will not be an organised Litter Pick in the village this year, because of the current restrictions, the safety guidelines for litter picking items which could be contaminated, the
rules for the disposal of waste and the problems with shared use
pickers and jackets. Everyone's safety must always be the prime
consideration, maybe we can think of doing something later in
the year when hopefully restrictions will have been eased.
Spring is nearly here, maybe by next month both the photos and
the Country as a whole can reflect some signs of new beginnings, I
am sure we could all do with that.
Janne
www.cockfield.org.uk
The Editor and Management Committee cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of articles or for any of the claims made by
any advertiser and reserve the right to alter, shorten or refuse any items submitted for publication. All copyrights acknowledged.
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Garden Tips for February 2021
Flowers & Grasses
•

Herbaceous Perennials – Weather permitting take the opportunity to
clear last year’s dead flower heads and foliage. New growth should be
visible at the base of the plant. You can also divide congested clumps to
improve vigour and make new plants for free.

•

Top dress established borders with proprietary fertiliser such as blood,
fish and bone or well-rotted manure.

•

Dahlias – Examine stored tubers. If they are shrivelling plunge into tepid
water overnight. Dry and cut off any parts that show signs of rotting.
Dust cuts with Flowers of Sulphur and place back in fresh vermiculite or
dry peaty compost.

•

Divide large clumps of bulbs such as snowdrops and winter aconites after
flowering then re-plant to establish new colonies.

•

Cut back deciduous grasses (e.g. Pennisetum, Miscanthus) which were
left uncut over the winter. With regard to evergreen grasses (e.g. Carex,
Stipa) you just need to remove the dead grass.

•

Continue removing faded flowers from winter pansies and violas to prevent the plants setting seed. This
will encourage the plants to produce fresh flushes of flower when
the weather warms up.

•

Trim back winter flowering
heathers to prevent them
growing leggy.
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•

Remove leaves with brown/blackish spots on Hellebores (Christmas
rose) by doing this you will reveal the true beauty of these early winter
flowers. Do not add the leaves to the compost heap as this will spread
disease.

Fruit and Vegetables
•
Clear weeds from vegetable seed beds and fork in compost or wellrotted manure. Sow some vegetable seeds in greenhouse borders,
cold frames or under cloches. Try sowing Aubergine, salad leaves,
tomatoes, leeks, celeriac and onions.
•

Broad beans can be sown outside providing the soil isn’t frozen or
waterlogged.

•

Chit potato tubers – by arranging the
tubers in shallow boxes or egg boxes
with the eyes (young shoots) uppermost. Put in a light frost proof shed or
room to encourage the tubers to
sprout.

•

Cut autumn fruiting raspberry canes down to the ground

•

Prune back blackcurrant, redcurrants and gooseberries to a good
open framework. Top dress fruit bushes with a slow release fertiliser
(potassium-rich) to feed plants during the new growing season.

•

Last chance to winter prune apple and pear trees while they are still
dormant. You should aim to take out a bit of old wood each winter
to stimulate new growth. Avoid the haircut approach and try to stagger the pruning cuts throughout the canopy. Your aim should be to
create an open centre to the tree which
will allow more light to ripen shoots and
produce fruit. It will also allow good air
movement which help prevent disease.

•

Plant Rhubarb into enriched soil (well rotted manure added) or split and divide established crowns.
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Trees, Shrubs & Climbers
•
Prune winter flowering shrubs (Mahonia, Forsythia and winter flowering Jasmine) once they have finished flowering.
•

Complete winter pruning of Wisteria by cutting summer side shoots
to 2 or 3 buds.

•

Prune hardy evergreen hedges and tidy deciduous hedges towards
the end February and early March before birds start nesting.

•

Prune back clematis which flower in summer (July onwards) to 12 inches
from the ground. Do not prune Clematis Montana or any of the early
flowering (Jan – May) Alpina, Armandii species. These should only be are
immediately after they have finished flowering.

•

Roses – Complete planting of new roses but not if the ground is wet
and sticky or if there is frost or snow on the surface of the ground. If
conditions unsuitable then just heel the plants into a nursery bed as a
temporary measure.

•

Sprinkle slow-release fertiliser around the base of roses and flowering
shrubs.

General Maintenance and planning
•
Check your garden tools are clean
and sharp. Check and service garden
machinery so that you are fully prepared for the forthcoming season.
•

Think about, plan and order any plug
plants.
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•

Create a box with dividers for each month. Sort out seed packets and
arrange in sowing date order.

•

Clean empty pots with mild washing up liquid. Rinse thoroughly and allow to dry.

•

Get on top of perennial weeds whilst easier to control.

At the time of writing we are about to go into another full lockdown. I really
hope by the time you read this edition we all have more freedom. But whatever happens we still have our gardens, allotments, balconies or window boxes to
enjoy.
Take care and stay safe.
Kate Ransom
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New service to support residents to
live independently and safely in their homes
Babergh District Council ‘Independent Living Service’ has been developed to
help improve the quality of life of the districts’ most vulnerable adults, young
people and children.
The new service will offer advice and support where home adaptations, big or
small, are needed to help residents live independently, safely and comfortably in
their own homes, for as long as possible.
It will also assist residents with a disability, or those who may need adaptations
to their home due to changes in their health, via the Disabled Facilities Grants
(DFG) and the councils’ Minor Adaptation Grants Scheme processes from application to completion of works.

Proposals to move the service in-house will allow the councils to ensure that the
service is right for the residents across the district – with better control in the
management of allocation of budgets and the processing of applications.
Cllr Jan Osborne Babergh District Council cabinet member for housing said:
'Bringing this vital service in-house will give us greater flexibility in supporting our
residents. This new service will allow us to provide a more efficient and costeffective service. Poor health is generally unplanned, and not something that
you can prepare for. This new way of working will help us to directly support
those with unplanned and long-term health issues or anyone needing additional
support.
The Independent Living service will help us enable more of our residents to remain in their homes and live more independently. Bringing the service in-house
will, in the long-term, help to reduce demands on Suffolk’s care system and the
NHS – cutting down on the time residents need to spend in hospital.'
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Sometimes work needs to be carried out quickly and our teams will ensure that
the processes in place allows residents to return to the comfort of their own
home, and a safe and secure environment.
The new service will:
• Raise the quality of life, supporting residents to remain in their home
independently and safely
• Improve the processing time for Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG)
applications and associated works
• Increase the annual number of applications completed
• Reduced demand on the wider Suffolk care systems
• Help to identify the best option to meet the applicants’ needs
• Provide help and support to complete DFG application forms
• Carry out home surveys
• Help source reputable local contractors
•
Apply for planning permission and building control consent – if required
The Independent Living Service will work in partnership with Independent Living
Suffolk to provide a high standard supportive network that will facilitate independence at home. In addition to offering signposting, financial and relocation
assistance across the district, the service will enable each authority to tailor their
provision to meet the changing needs of their communities.
Suffolk County Council will be the first point of contact – and residents needing
advice, guidance, or support can start the process by using the contact details
below.
Email: ILS@Suffolk.gov.uk
Call: 0800 121 7711 for an assessment by therapy staff.
Once an assessment has been carried out by Suffolk County Council therapy
staff, a recommendation will be made on the home adaptations and support
needed.
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Cockfield SpeedQuiz Live,
December 22nd

Our second SpeedQuiz Live took place on December 22nd. Building on
the success of the first quiz in November, we had 15 teams this time.
The format was the same virtual quiz and I included a few festive questions.
As it was the festive season we decided that this time the prize would be
donated to one of our local charities and that the winning team would be
invited to choose which one.
Congratulations go to Team Smithereens, sometimes known as the
Smithers family, who were worthy winners. They asked for the prize to
be donated to St Peter’s Church.
Thank you to all those who took part, we hope to see even more teams
enter next time.
Please note the next 2 SpeedQuizzes are scheduled for Saturday January
30th and Saturday February 27th.
Neil Ashton

Quizmaster
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Self-isolation support payments for
low-income earners in Babergh
Residents on low-incomes and unable to work
because they have been asked to self-isolate by
NHS Test and Trace, can now claim a £500 payment to compensate for loss of earnings.
As part of a nationwide Government scheme, residents in Babergh who are on
low incomes and are unable to work because they have been told by NHS Test
and Trace that they have to self-isolate can now apply for a lump sum payment from their local councils. Money will be paid into their accounts within
days of their applications being verified, to relieve immediate financial hardship.
People who receive notification from NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate because they have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19, will be entitled to a £500 support payment if they meet all of the
following requirements:
• They comply with the NHS Test and Trace notification to self-isolate
• are employed or self-employed
• are unable to work from home and will lose income as a result
AND are in receipt of one of the following benefits:
Universal Credit - Working Tax Credit - Income-based Employment
and Support Allowance - Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance
Income Support - Housing Benefit - Pension Credit
Discretionary payments may also be available in exceptional circumstances to
individuals who meet the main qualifying criteria (i.e. low-income and unable
to work because they are self-isolating) but are not in receipt of qualifying
benefits and are facing severe financial hardship.
The scheme is being administered on behalf of the local authority by the
Shared Revenue Partnership – with a fast and simple application form now
available on the councils’ websites together with information about how to
easily provide evidence required and further details about the scheme.
To apply and find out more:
Babergh residents: www.babergh.gov.uk/benefits/coronavirus-money-andbenefits-advice/
Claims must be made within 14 days of a period of self-isolation ending. Residents are also reminded of the launch of the Suffolk Support and Advice Service earlier this month to help people access information or support relating
to debt, benefits, housing or employment.
Citizens Advice Suffolk Alliance, which includes the eight Citizens Advice Bureaus across Suffolk, and Anglia Care Trust and Ipswich Housing Action Group
are delivering advice and support to people through a single phone line.
The phoneline is funded by Suffolk Public Sector Leaders and has been developed by Suffolk-wide partners on the Collaborative Communities Covid-19
Board, which is part of the Suffolk Resilience Forum.
People can contact the Suffolk Support and Advice Service on 0800 068 3131
between 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday or go to: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
coronavirus-covid-19/suffolk-advice-and-support-service/
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13.12.2020 at 7.46am
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Children's Page
February
February in Lockdown BORING!
Lets see if we can find a Boredom Buster or two…
Always ask parents/carers permission first!
Sock toss
Roll socks into balls and position two teams at opposite ends of the room. Try
to throw socks into the 'goals' of each other's team. The winner is the one who
gets the most socks to the other end.
Hide and seek
This traditional game is fun especially outdoors but
when you cant go out try using a toy to hide, much
easier in a small space.
Treasure hunt
Draw pictures on small bits of paper and hide them around the house to
make a trail to follow. Leave something at the end so they know they have
found the treasure.
Buttons
My grandma always had a button box which I could sort, or count or thread
- ask if there is one in the house you could play with.
Be an animal for a while and see if anyone
can guess which animal you are - to make it
super hard you could act out the movements
or facial expressions without making a noise.
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Weather and ‘rainfall’ recordings and observations
in Cockfield during 2020.

(Information supplied as purely as a guide and hopefully of interest).
Notable significant rainfall variations seen throughout the year.
Highest monthly rainfall totals:
February - 4.13ins or 105mm
June - 5.93ins or 151mm
August - 5.72ins or 145mm
October - 6.01ins or 153mm
December - 5.69ins or 145mm
Lowest recordings:
March - .38ins or 35mm
April - 1.10ins or 28mm
May - 0.40ins or 10mm
September - 1.56ins or 40mm
A very dry Spring. Take out February and the remaining 4 months up to and
including May saw just 13% of the annual rainfall representing 33% of the year.
(5.40ins against 33.88ins for the remaining 8 months).
The wettest months alternated from June onwards e.g. months 6, 8, 10 & 12.
The four year annual average rainfall up to 2018 was 25.24ins or 641mm.
Taking a six year annual average, this has now increased to 28.66ins or
728mm.

Month by month observations:
January
Started grey and murky with some mild days interspersed with the odd cooler
days. No significant frost until 18th that gave us 2 days with clear blue sky and
sunshine. Return to overcast and grey conditions towards latter part of the
month.
February
First part of month relatively dry apart from 9th 0.5ins or 12.5mm of rain.
2nd half saw rain falling almost every day with nearly 80% of the months rain
recorded.
A windy, disturbed month with incoming Atlantic storms, namely Ciara and Dennis battering the West of the Country but less impact here in Suffolk. The month
ended on a chilly note with return to frost on 26th (last one on the 6th) then
snow on 27th, sufficient to provide a covering, this disappearing after lunchtime.
March
Rainfall below average with most of it falling in the first half with 1.3ins or 32mm
and just 0.1ins or 3mm in the last half.
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Temperature wise, month started mostly mild with only a few light frosts until
19th then cool easterly breeze and frosts, giving clear blue skies until 28th. Sleet
showers on 29th.
Our first recorded sound of the Chiffchaff was on 17th, earlier than previous
years.
April
The dry weather continues with the 2nd driest month of the year. Rain recorded
on just 5 days those being 13th, 20th, 28th, 29th and 30th.
Month provided spells of cool breezes, mostly clear blue skies and periods of
unseasonable warmth. Summer appeared early from 5th to 12th and for a shorter period from the 22nd. A winter reminder came by way of frosts on 15th, 16th
and 26th and the month ended cooler and unsettled.
May
Unsettled weather for Day 1 and 2, the only days when measurable rainfall was
recorded. Just 0.4mm or 10mm for the month.
Mostly a month to enjoy sunshine and warm conditions but the sting in the tail
was provided again by days of a cool easterly breeze; but those were in the minority. Frosts very early on the mornings 14th and 15th. The month ended on a
high with warmth and sunshine.
June
Started warm becoming unsettled from 3rd to 12th then warm and humid until
20th. Very warm until the last two days of the month when grey overcast conditions persisted.
Only 9 days of recorded rainfall but the vast majority it fell on 17th. A total of
3.27ins or 83mm for the whole day but 2.4ins or 61mm was measured after a
biblical like storm occurred between 1530hrs - 1700hrs destroying the vegetable
garden in the process.

July
Rainfall evenly spread out over the month.
Overall the month is a mix of warm sunshine and short heavy isolated showers
and especially around the 5th, very windy. The end of the month is sunny and
very warm, with 31st the hottest day of the year so far.
August
Mostly warm and sunny, some cloudier days with increasing humidity leading to
localised thunderstorms, especially around the 16th & 17th.
Windy at times, 21st and then with Storm Francis on 25th that then brings in a
period of heavy rain on 27th (1in or 25mm) and more rain for the next 2 days
giving us a typical unsettled Bank Holiday weekend.
September
Beginning of the month mostly warm and sunny then gently deteriorating towards the latter part when it becomes cooler and more unsettled but before this
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we experience pleasant warm and sunny days. The month end experiences
more windy days, occasional bright sunny periods and spells of rain.
October
Wettest month of the year and probably one for record books.
A month for wet weather gear as rain fell on approx. 23 days and on 6 days at
least 0.4in or 10mm was measured. Very little sunshine recorded, the best days
for being mild with sunshine being 20th & 22nd. Glad to see the back of October.

November
The rain relents at last but it is predominantly overcast and grey with mainly
sunny, mild days only on 4th, 5th, 6th,12th and 22nd. Most of the rainfall occurred between 10th and 20th.
The first frost of the impending winter came on 4th with further frosts on 20th,
23rd and 27th.
December
Another very wet month. 1.4ins or 36mm on 3rd then more persistent rain fell
from 9th to 27th. Winter arrives with frost, fog, grey skies, mist and murk. Some
beautiful and dramatic sunrises but short lived sunshine with only a handful of
clear sunny days.
Paul Heather
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Census 2021
will provide a snapshot of modern society
Households across Cockfield will soon be asked to take part in Census
2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate
estimate of all the people and households in England and Wales. It has
been carried out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a
letter with a unique access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets.
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local government to charities can put services and funding in the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said.
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport
routes. That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and we have
made it easier for people to do so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires for those that need them.”
Census day will be on March 21, but households across the country will
receive letters with online codes allowing them to take part from early
March.
The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a
question asking people whether they have served in the armed forces, as
well as voluntary questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity.
Results will be available within
12 months, although personal
records will be locked away for
100 years, kept safe for future
generations.
For more information, visit
census.gov.uk.
26

27

As in previous years, the appeal will
support older and vulnerable people in
Suffolk to stay warm in their homes.
We will also ask individuals about
their health and wellbeing, living conditions and isolation, and connect them
to people that can help.

IF YOU NEED SUPPORT CONTACT
The Surviving
Winter Helpline
01473 219770
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This year, we are expecting more people to need our help than ever before, so we are
merging the Surviving Winter Appeal with the central Rebuilding Local Lives initiative
that we have been running since the start of the pandemic. We hope that this action
will deliver a much louder and easily understood central message to increase local giving and ensure that every vulnerable person in our ‘Caring County’ is supported to
‘Stay Warm, Stay Well and Stay Connected’.
As the Coronavirus pandemic continues to have a profound impact on all our lives, we
perhaps have a greater empathy than ever before of what it is to feel vulnerable, lonely or isolated.
At this time of year, for the team at the Foundation and all our annual Surviving Winter
Appeal partners and existing donors, thoughts inevitably turn to the coming months
and the impact that shorter days and colder nights may have on the health and wellbeing, particularly of vulnerable older people and others experiencing deprivation or serious issues affecting their physical or mental health.
With winter almost upon us, Suffolk is bracing itself for a dramatic increase in need.
Last year our annual Surviving Winter Appeal raised enough money to heat over 1000
homes and connected many hundreds of people to other services to help tackle isolation, address physical and mental health challenges, improve poor living conditions,
solve debt problems and assist with access to services to help them stay safe and well.
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Great Green Adventure Playground

I am sure you will have noticed that the new adventure playground is taking shape on the
Green. Unfortunately, our contractor has been impacted by Covid restrictions and difficulties
with his scheduling and resources, therefore the work has taken far longer than we originally
anticipated. However, progress is being made and will soon be at a conclusion, although the
situation remains fluid with the lockdown. Nevertheless, when completed hopefully in early December, the equipment will be available for use. We continue to liaise with the contractor and
will monitor government directives that influence this.
We are not yet sure how we can facilitate an official opening event to celebrate the efforts put
into securing funding, getting the project underway and finished. I would like to thank all those
involved in what has turned out to be a challenging period.
The Parish Council does remind users that at the time of writing; From Thursday 5 November
national COVID-19 restrictions apply to England, although this allows that outdoor playgrounds
can remain open.
In general, you must not meet with another person socially or undertake any activities with another person. However, you can exercise or meet in a public outdoor space with people you live
with, your support bubble (or as part of a childcare bubble), or with one other person.
You should minimise time spent outside your home. When around other people, stay 2 metres
apart from anyone not in your household - meaning the people you live with - or your support
bubble. Where this is not possible, stay 1 metre apart with extra precautions (e.g. wearing a
face covering).
The Parish Council are not able to micromanage, provide direct supervision at the playground,
or implement a continuous cleaning regime. We ask all users to consider their own wellbeing
and that of others during the use of the equipment and note following:
We remind users, parents, guardians and carers of the need for social distancing.
We strongly recommend the wearing of face coverings. Current government guidance states
that face coverings should not be used by children under the age of 3 or those who may
find it difficult to manage them correctly. Parents should be aware that wearing a face covering in a playground setting could pose an additional safety risk and should use their
judgement on whether their children wear a face covering.
Users are to dispose of used face coverings by taking them home for disposal.
Cleaning of equipment by users, parents, guardians and carers, particularly where there are
clear touch points such as swing rockers and see-saws will improve the safety of all users.
We encourage parents to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean their children’s hands.
We encourage hand hygiene with including washing/sanitising hands more often than usual, for
20 seconds using soap and water or approved gel and foam sanitiser, particularly at the
beginning and end of play.
We remind the children not to put their mouths on equipment or their hands in their mouths and
not to touch their faces.
The consumption of food or drink on play equipment or in the playground area is banned due to
the risk associated with transmission.
We hope circumstances improve and that everyone can enjoy the new facilities we have been
able to provide to the village and local community.
Derek Southgate - Chairman Cockfield Parish Council
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Cockfield Parish Council
Notes
Summary report of the Extraordinary Parish Council
meeting held on 17 December 2020 held by
Skype Video Conference
The Parish Council do not usually hold meetings during December. However, a number of urgent items of business had emerged that had closure
deadlines. This particularly related to planning consultation matters.
A number of members of the public joined the meeting principally surrounding application DC/20/03116. Given the interest the Chairman (within
his discretion) allowed representations to be made beyond the period determined in the standing orders.
Planning: Applications Received for consultation:
DC/20/05222: Application under S73a for removal or variation of conditions relating to approved DC/19/03063 dated 12/11/2019 Town and
Country Plan Act 1990. (Demolition of existing building. Erection of 9no
dwellings and creation of a new vehicular access) (Conditions 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9,
10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17 and 18.) - Changes to the design and layout of the
scheme and construction management. The Garage, Great Green, Cockfield, Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 0HJ. The Parish Council Supports this
Application with conditions.
DC/20/03116: Planning Application - Erection of new workshop building
with the existing access to the site from the A1141 upgraded. Location:
Land to The East Of, Sudbury Road, Cockfield, Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30
0LN. Reason(s) for re-consultation: Additional Supporting Statement received 25.09.20 & Noise Impact Assessment received 04.12.20. The Parish
Council Objects to this Application. (The detailed response is visible on
the BMSDC planning portal)

DC/20/05381: Planning Application - Conversion and extension of existing
agricultural building to provide 1no. single storey dwelling (with associated
demolition) Location: Colchester Green Farm, Colchester Green, Cockfield,
Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 0HG.The Parish Council Supports this Application. (The detailed response is visible on the BMSDC planning portal)
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Decisions Received:
DC/20/04361: Full Planning Application - Change of use of part
of existing agricultural building to self-storage facility. New Barn
Farm, Lavenham Road, Cockfield, Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 0HX. Decision: Planning Permission has been Granted.
DC/20/04440: Application for removal or variation of a condition following
grant of planning permission. Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 for DC/18/00474 to
vary Condition 1 (Approved plans) to facilitate replacement of the approved layout plan with the submitted phasing plan drawing 908/73. Land
at Bury Road, Cross Green, Cockfield, Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 0LG.
Decision: Planning Permission has been Granted.
Adventure Playground Additional Works:
As the existing rubber matting had further deteriorated. It was agreed that
an order be placed with Action Play & Leisure Ltd, for the supply & installation of Safergrass cellular rubber matting under one pair of swings.
The contractor had met his obligation to grass seed the residual area
around the works. However, with the level of usage, to expedite a speeder
solution it was agreed that Cllr Brinkley be instructed to purchase 200m2 of
turf to be laid at the Children’s Playground, Great Green. Cllr Brinkley volunteered to lay the turf, assisted by Cllrs Morley and Golding.
It was noted that the Parish Council have publicly advised the village via
articles in several editions of Green Links, of the opening of the new Children’s Playground facilities and the Government’s Covid Advice.
CIL Working Group:
The Working Group’s meeting on site to progress the feasibility of a new
Bus Shelter to replace the existing shelter opposite MacKenzie Place, had
identified this was a more demanding task. Replacing only the shelter was
not a long-term solution and the overall area of hard standing, kerbing and
access needs to be significantly improved.
Cllr Morley is seeking a budget price from a contractor experienced in this
type of work to ensure latest legislation can be met.
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Cllr Morley advised that he is obtaining a quotation to resurface
the parking bays at the Great Green and install the replacement
telegraph pole edging, acquired by Cllr Brinkley.
The Parish Council may be contacted through the Clerk, Steve Ball by email at
parish.council@cockfield.org.uk or 01284 8258987
Next Meeting - The next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be held on
Thursday 25th February 2021
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KARLS COMPUTER SERVICES
HAVING PROBLEMS WITH INSTALLING BROADBAND?
OR NETWORKING OR NEED A NEW COMPUTER/LAPTOP,
VIRUS PROBLEMS,
1 ON 1 LESSONS
OR JUST AN UPGRADE
GIVE ME A CALL
19 Hervey Road, B.S.E, IP33 2DN
TEL: 01284 700337 MOB: 07717 842913
www.karlscomputerservices.co.uk
EMAIL:-karl@karlscomputerservices.co.uk
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Contact: Elaine Gorman 01787 321400
Email: elaine.gorman@sudburycab.org.uk
Sudbury & District Citizens Advice

Advice Page
I’ve fallen behind on my bills and the debts are building up. I don’t know where to
start.
You’ve already taken a great first step by asking for help, and it’s important to know
you don’t need to face this alone. You can contact Sudbury & District Citizens Advice
for help.
In the meantime, here are four steps you can take to get started:
1. Work out how much you owe - Make a list of whom you owe money to and add
up how much you need to pay each month. If you don’t have your most recent statements, contact your creditor to find out what you owe. Some creditors will have special
arrangements for people with Covid-related arrears.
2. Prioritise your debts - Your rent or mortgage, energy and council tax are called
priority debts as there can be serious consequences if you don’t pay them. Separate
these and work out how much you owe. Again, you can ask the companies or council
what support might be available during the pandemic.
Work out how much you can pay - Create a budget by adding up your essential living
costs, such as food and housing, and taking these away from your income. The Citizens
Advice budgeting tool on our website, www.citizensadvice.org.uk can help. Any money
you have spare can be put towards your debts, starting with the priority debts first.
If you have any money left after paying priority debts, but not enough to make your
usual payments on other debts, consider getting advice on the best way for you to start
getting on top of them. Or contact your creditors and offer them what you can afford
to pay.
If you can’t pay your debts - If you’ve got little or no money spare to pay your priority
debts seek advice from Citizens Advice straight away. If you’re struggling to pay for
basics like food, seek help immediately to see what support might be available to you.
If you can’t pay off other debts, such as credit cards and loans, it would also be worth
contacting your nearest Citizens Advice.
We know it can feel very daunting to deal with debt, but having a plan really helps and
our team will be here to help you each step of the way.
*Please note we are no longer seeing clients face to face until further notice*
We are providing advice by telephone and email, Monday – Thursday, 10am – 1pm.
Please phone 01787 321400 if you need advice and leave a message and someone will
call you back when available. We will attempt three times to call you back, so please
expect a call from a withheld number.
You can also ring our Advice line on 0800 144 88 48 or 0300 330 1151.
Alternatively, contact us via email at advice@sudburycab.org.uk or by using the contact facility on our website www.sudburycab.org.uk.
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Virtual Training
Not so much a tip this month but an offer to run some Windows
computer training. During lockdown 1, I ran a number of Zoom sessions on aspects of Windows. I am happy to do the same again if
there is demand. The time slot would be Monday’s 2-3pm.
Topics can be anything Windows related:
•
Basic Windows – intended for beginners. How to set up the
Start Menu; using multiple windows etc.
•
File management 1 – setting up and organising folders and
files
•
File management 2 – cloud storage e.g. OneDrive, Dropbox
•
Email
•
Internet and searching
•
Basic Word
•
Word Part 2
•
Basic Excel
•
Excel Part 2
Let me know using the email address below, or 07900 880888 if you
are interested and in which sessions, and if there is sufficient demand I’ll work with you to set up a programme.
Neil Ashton
computer.circle@cockfield.org.uk
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Cockfield W.I.
January 2021 Meetings
We held two Zoom meetings on the 7th of January to discuss the five resolutions shortlisted to go forward for further discussion and voting following the
Annual Meeting. Eight members joined the five speakers in the afternoon session and two in the evening. The following being the most popular choices with
our members.
No 1 A call to increase awareness of subtle signs of ovarian cancer
No 2 Stop women dying prematurely from coronary heart disease (CHD)
No 5 Stop the destruction of peat bogs to tackle climate change
We also joined a SW on Your Sofa talk about the Suffolk Wildlife Trust one afternoon as it tied in with one of the other resolutions about protecting nature
space to create wildlife-friendly communities. Seven members joined in to hear
about current work and previous projects from speaker Michael Strand.
Since joining the Wildlife Trust in 1951, Suffolk has led local conservation efforts
in saving some of the most important wildlife sites in the county by establishing
over fifty nature reserves covering an area of 7500acres. They employ 75 staff
across the county and have help from 1400 volunteers and a growing membership of over 25,000.
One of their first projects was saving and developing Redgrave and Lopham Fen
which is the largest valley fen in England and one of the most important wetlands in Europe. Here they discovered the rare Fen Raft Spider and developed a
successful breeding programme sharing the species with other sites.
Campaigns over the past few years have included - creating hedgehog highways: adding 77 acres to Lackford Lakes: Setting up community green spaces:
Protecting Flagship Species - dormice, water voles, great crested newts, swift’s,
hedgehogs, lapwings and many others.
More information is available on their excellent website about programs and
events for all ages (available online only at present) but many reserves are still
open and free for you walk round. The information centres, hides etc are
closed. Check before visiting.
Michael suggested these 5 ways to ‘Do Your Bit’ for encouraging wildlife into
your garden.
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Add water to your garden by sinking a basin or pot in the ground making sure
to provide ways for wildlife to enter and get out safely. An upturned dustbin lid makes an excellent shallow water habitat for insects.
Leave a % to grow wild or scruffy. 20% is equal to 2 million acres across the
country. Resist the urge to tidy and leave an area of grass uncut if possible.
Connectivity - a hole in a fence, space under a gate (hedgehog highways),
shrub hedges provide habitats for birds, bats, moths, small mammals and
insects.

Boundaries and Structural Adversity - encourage sharing climbers over the
fence with your neighbours, honeysuckle, clematis,etc redwings love pyracantha berries seemingly. Add areas of shade, long grasses, bare ground,
trees, shrubs and climbers.
Grow all year round plants, reduce cutting back in autumn, leave seed heads,
hips and hollow stems in winter.
Some good advice from Michael especially now while we’re unable to get outdoors as normal.
It’s important to spend time in your garden engaging with nature. Wrap up
well, take a seat and see what species you can spot. Make notes, take photos
of what you can see. Take part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch from January
29-31.
I can recommend visiting the website and finding out all that’s going on
throughout the various sites and also reading about the rare fen raft spider.
Did I mention it’s 2.5 inches/7cm in diameter, chocolate-brown with a creamy
yellow stripe down each side of its body. Cute and cuddly!
Brenda C
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Cockfield CEVCP School
Cockfield
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk IP30 0LA
Tel & Fax 01284 828287
E-mail: admin@cockfield.suffolk.sch.uk

Dear Green Link readers,
Well what a start to the New year, we are open, then we are
closed.
It’s been very hard, more so than last time as we have more children wanting to come in. We have improved our home learning
and we are delivering Zoom lessons too, alongside teaching children in school and responding to emailed work.
Things change daily, sometimes hourly. Testing of adults, tests
to follow for children and free school meals is another debate!
Parents are having to work at home too and very often they have
more than one child sharing one tablet/laptop. Hard work for everyone but I have been so impressed with the work completed by
the children.
There are lots of different views from the children of what’s it
been like in lockdown, some find it tiring learning this way, others
worry, some like their mum/dad being the teacher, some do not!
The weather doesn’t help this time as the children feel stuck in,
but some are just enjoying going for a walk. We hope that after
half term we will see some normality return.
We hope everyone is keeping well and safe in the community
and next time I will be able to share some more exciting news.
Best wishes,
Mrs Harkin
Head teacher
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STEPHEN GREEN CARPETS
Quality Carpets & Vinyl's Supplied & Fitted
All Aspects taken care of Gripper - Glue - Underlay
Free Quotations
PHONE 07970 488851
EMAIL: SGREENCARP@AOL.CO.UK

Victor Keyton
Pruners,
loppers,
shears etc.
sharpened

Most makes of lawnmowers serviced,
sharpened, repaired
Ride On or Walk Behind
Collection/Delivery Available
Free Estimates

01284 828264 or 07860 762424
Smithwood Green Cockfield
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Cockfield Community Council News
February 2021
In these challenging times it is at least good to see the days getting longer. Unfortunately current circumstances being what they are the Community Council
is not at this point able to firm up any plans this year, with one exception.
Two virtual Speed Quizzes were held in November and December and as ever
we are very grateful for the efforts of Neil Ashton who has organised these. A
third virtual quiz will be held on Sat 30 Jan with the following one on Sat 27
Feb. The technology is easy to use. Do please give it a go!

In the meantime if you have any ideas or suggestions do please get in touch
with our Secretary Janne Cutting-Keyton ( janne@twerbs.co.uk) or 01284
828264

F r ed D ur so
Carpentry & Joinery
The Hermitage, Bury Road, Cockfield, Bury St Edmunds, IP30 0JL

Fitted Kitchens
All Types of Woodwork

Purpose Made Fitments
Free Estimates

Tel: 01284 828186 Mob: 07790 479064
e-mail: freddurso41@gmail.com
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Cockfield Community Broadcasts
In February 2015 we introduced a new email system to broadcast information to our community on events, activities and other topics of
interest. This system evolved from the original eVine system and has a
number of advantages including the ability for recipients to control
their own subscription.
Our broadcasts sit alongside Green Links and the website as key methods of engaging with our community. For example when events are
published in Green Links, we are able to use the broadcasts to let you
know of updates and changes as they happen.
So we really want as many people as possible to subscribe to receive
our broadcasts. Of course not all emails will be of interest to every subscriber. But since the introduction of the new system we have issued
135 broadcasts - an average of around 5 per month - so it is not a significant addition to the number of emails you already receive.
To subscribe, please visit our website at www.cockfield.org.uk and follow the link in the footer of any webpage. If you have any questions or
concerns please contact me at neilka@btinternet.com.

Neil Ashton
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Dear Friends
As I looked back at previous February articles for Green Links I felt slightly sad as they often advertised services and events that were going on in the benefice. At the moment of course we are unable to hold any of the normal events
that we would be looking forward to.
We have also taken the decision to suspend holding services in our churches
too - as we feel it is too much of a risk to meet together physically for worship.
We are therefore continuing to livestream our weekly Sunday service online via
our facebook page. May I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have
been faithfully tuning in to our services, and hope that you are still able to
worship from your own homes.
I had to smile when one of the members of the congregation emailed me to say
that they were able to worship in their pyjamas from the warmth of their own
homes - one of the few advantages of lockdown as our churches are very difficult to heat during the cold weather!
Even though at times it may seem that God has forgotten us I know that this is
not the case. Our God is there with us as we experience these difficult times,
wanting to share in our pain and our sorrow at all those whose lives have been
affected by loss and difficulty.
May I also extend our offer as a church in the village to any who are in need of
assistance, we have a team of people who are ready to listen or to shop or collect prescriptions etc. The church exists to serve its local community - do use
us!
Yours in Christ
Sharon
Canon Sharon Potter
revsharon2@gmail.com
01284-828599 or 07825 086063
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Cockfield Benefice
Rota of services for February 2021
Sunday 7th February
2nd Sunday before Lent

10am Morning Prayer
via facebook

Sunday 14th February
Sunday next before Lent

10am Family@Church
via facebook

Wednesday 17th February
Ash Wednesday

10am A Service for Ash Wednesday
via Zoom & facebook*

Sunday 21st February
1st Sunday in Lent

10am Holy Communion at home
via facebook

Sunday 28th February
2nd Sunday in Lent

10am Worshipping Together
via facebook

All online services can be access via https://www.facebook.com/
cockfieldbenefice/live/

*For a zoom invitation to Ash Wednesday's service email revsharon2@gmail.com.
There will be no morning prayer at Cockfield until further notice.
Please check the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com for up-todetails of services
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NEW FARM SHOP
•

•
•
•
•

All aspects of building work
undertaken.
Extensions, renovations,
kitchens, bathrooms
and bedrooms.
Please call 01284 828 592 or
01787 282 353
or visit our website
www.tcisuffolk.co.uk

Local Produce
Fruit and Veg
Delicatessen
Butchers
Wines, cordials, soft drinks

Tel: 01284 386015
www.hennesseylifestyle.co.uk
info@hennesseylifestyle.co.uk
Overland Business Park, Sudbury Road,
Bury St Edmunds, IP30 0UL

BRADNAMS TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery undertaken
Hedges expertly managed
Free Estimates
Stuart Bradnam BSc RRD

Call 01284 388756

PERFECT PRESSING

IRONING PILING UP?
HELP NEEDED WITH SPRING CLEANING?
•
Reliable Ironing, Laundering & Cleaning Service
•
Collected & Delivered Promptly
•
One Off, or on a Regular Basis
Please contact Allie on 07732 111802 or email
info@perfectpressing.co.uk
www.perfectpressing.co.uk
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Oil-fired boiler engineer
Mark Smith (OFTEC Registered)
Fully trained in both domestic and light commercial boilers.

All repairs, servicing and commissioning undertaken by
a friendly and efficient Cockfield based engineer.
Competitive prices
Tel: 01284 827446
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S.E.P PAINTERS

For all your Painting & Decorating requirements
Fully professional service. Prompt, efficient, reliable.
No job too big or too small. Dulux Accredited
Competitive prices. Free Quotations. City & Guilds qualified.
Phone Andy on: 01787 375824
Mobile: 07748 800701 or 07802 613902
Email: andy@seppainters.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEB SITE ON www.seppainters.co.uk
62

63

JP Services
Sleepers
Timber
Scaffold Boards
Oak Barrels supplied

07970 559251
www.jp-services.info
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PS

PAUL
SAINSBURY

RESTORATION & BUILDING
With over 20 years
experience in restoration
and all aspects of building

Free Estimates
Mobile 07785 582556
Email: enq@paul-sainsbury.co.uk

A N GILLAM
Building
All aspects of roofing, chimney work, Lime plastering & rendering.
Chimney sweep

Free quotes - No job too small,
The Mouse House, Bradfield St Clare, IP30 0EL
Tel 01284 388508 Mob 07961 878564
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Higher Hats
Est 2013

SUFFOLK REVIVE A DRIVE
Would you like your drive or patio restored to a newly laid finish.
Improve both the appearance and value of your property.
HIGH PERFORMANCE PRESSURE CLEANING
PATHS, PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS, WALLS, GARDEN FURNITURE
DECKING, TENNIS COURTS, STABLES, SWIMMING POOLS and MORE
RE-POINTING, RE-SANDING AND SEALING ALSO AVAILABLE
TARMAC RE-DRESSED - REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
Phone for a FREE quotation Tel: MARK 01284 828294 or 07833 582636
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Your door-to-door laundry service
& wet cleaning with
Lagoon© Advanced Care

The green cleaning revolution for
your clothes

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Unit 12 Lady Lane Industrial Estate, Crockatt Road,
Hadleigh IP7 6BQ
Tel: 01473 558 448
e-mail: sales@pressganglaundry.com
www.pressganglaundry.com
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Cockfield Community Classifieds
Offered Free

Large Glass TV Stand/Unit
125cmx70cm 38cm tall
Comes complete with dust
but not the electrical items
in the photo
Collect Cockfield 828264

For Sale
Quality Leather Sofas, armchair and footstool
Collection only in Cockfield 828264
These items are very heavy and will need 2 men and a van or
trailer.
Some normal signs of wear but there are no rips or tears to
any of the
leather.

3 seater £150
2 seater £150
Chair £60
Footstool £35
Adverts in CC Classifieds' are free to insert please send your copy to the editor at
janne@twerbs.co.uk or 01284 828264 by the 15th of the month.
Green Links accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any advert placed in Green Links and
buyers must satisfy themselves of the quality or value of any item prior to purchase or collection.
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ANGLIA PEST CONTROL

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
since 1986
Call Will: 07919 356 155
Email:
iarwainbenadar77@gmail.com
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Announcements

Do you have an announcement you would like included here?
There is no charge for any announcements
Please contact the Editor Janne Cutting-Keyton on
01284 828264 or janne@twerbs.co.uk
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Nicholson
Executive Travel

To advertise your
business or services in
Green Links
please contact our
Advertising Manager
Sue Harrison
at
sue.harrison42@gmail.com

Professional Chauffeur Service
Airports and Seaports
Business Travel
Any UK Destination
Accounts Welcomed
Tel: 01359 232648
07850 370465
roger.nicholson1964@gmail.com
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BMW
Best value independent
servicing in East Anglia

John Gagen
Vehicle Services
Over 25 Years BMW experience
Full Diagnostic Facilities
MOT Testing
Sympathetic to all older vehicles
Collection and delivery available

Unit 2 Peppers Hall, Cross Green,
Cockfield, IP30 0LH
Tel 01284 827404 daytime
Mobile 07969 367640
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DAVID FOURACRE

Your Local Painters & Decorators
Interior & Exterior
All Aspects of Work Undertaken from Surface Preparation/Repair
to Final High Quality Finish
For Advice & Free Quotation please call
01449 736283 Mobile: 07810 482311
or e-mail: yoursafehands@gmail.com

Walnut Tree Designs
BESPOKE CURTAINS & BLINDS
Free design consultation in your own
home- Complete made-to-measure
service for all your soft furnishings
requirements
CUSHIONS - FABRICS – TRIMSPOLES - UPHOLSTERY - PELMETS
- HEADBOARDS – VALENCES - VENETIAN & ROLLER BLINDS
Call Viki, Angela or Terri Oxley to
arrange a free consultation
Tel: 01284 828263
M: 078269 30011
e-mail: walnuttreedesigns@gmail.com
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
AND DRAIN CLEANING
Tank emptying from £80

A K SERVICES
Ramsey Road Hadleigh

01473 822694
07891341645
Available 24/7

No callout charge for
emergencies
WINDOWS CLEANED AND GARDENS TIDIED
Call Craig for a free quote and introductory discount
01284 827110 / 07816 932878
brightgreen22@gmail.com
www.brightandgreen.co.uk

All work fully insured

BRIGHTGREEN
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N u n n a w a y s
J E T T I N G

S E R V I C E

Soakaway Services
Drains Unblocked
Septic Tank Servicing
Driveways/Patios cleaned
Installation services available
CALL TODAY on 01359 232716 or
Mobile 07941 523498

24/7

Gardener
Local gardener seeks
domestic work
Over 17 years experience
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lawn treatment
Lawn cutting
Weeding
Pruning
Hedge cutting
General Garden
Maintenance
Please contact Mr Cheng
Pope on
07736072083 or
kaiwan1010@gmail.com

CJ Computer Services
Repairs - Upgrades - Custom Build Computers
Reasonable Charges - On Site Service - Fully Insured
Fully Qualified Technician - One 2 One Tuition - Lap-Top Sales
Wireless Broadband Set-up and Secured

Chris 01359 271772 or 07717 604180 chris@cjcomputerservices.biz
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R W SERVICES
PROPERTY & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of property maintenance covered.
Garden Design & Construction, Painting & Decorating
Roofing, Carpentry, Groundwork etc.
Free quotations

Fully Insured

References available

Rod Williams 01284 828965
Mobile 0775 2626261
Local tradesmen with integrity

Contact
Barry on
Oil-fired boiler
engineer

01449 722 672
Mark Smith (OFTEC Registered)
07828 085 294
www.wavelengthaerials.co.uk
info@wavelengthaerials.co.uk
Fully trained in both domestic
and light commercial boilers.
All repairs, servicing and commissioning undertaken by

Freeview Digital TV Aerial
a friendly and efficient Cockfield based engineer.
Systems
Sky Digital + HD
International Satellite Systems
Competitive prices
Supply & wall-mounting of
Tel: 01284 827446
Plasma & LCD TVs
CCTV
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Tarling Fencing
Fencing and Groundcare specialists

Equestrian
Agricultural
Domestic
Gate installation
Landscaping
Groundcare

Contact John for a free quotation:
01359 242496 or 07590 580512
tarlingfencing@outlook.com

We specialise in Precision and Civil Engineering
With over 30 years experience.
We cover a wide range of manufacturing needs.
Including CNC Milling and Turning,
Structural Steels (CE Accreditated),
Welding Fabrication and Installation.
For more about us please visit our website
www.grahamparishengineering.co.uk
Contact us on 01284 828118 or
Email parisheng@btconnect.com
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Congregational Church Corner
Many years ago a certain radio station in another county had a regular programme called "Something to think about ". It is a title I could easily have
adopted for these regular monthly pieces I have written for over twenty
years. So here is something to think about.
Without a Creator human life has no ultimate meaning. We have to make
sense of our own life in whatever way we can. We might as well invest as
much as possible in money, sex, ambition, pleasure or whatever else we
choose to live for, even if we know that they do not ultimately satisfy there is
nothing else. But if there is a Creator, as the Bible insists and the world
around us suggests, then we can conclude that life does make sense, we have
been created for a purpose.
What is that purpose? What design was in God's mind when he made us? The
book of Genesis reveals the Creators plan. He made us in "his image ". We
are able to relate to him. That was his original plan for our lives, that we
might live in his world in perfect relationship with him. The description of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden presents a picture of human life as it was
designed to be. We are told that "God saw all that he had made and it was
very good (Genesis 1v31). Human beings consciously submitted to God as
their creator and enjoyed the perfect life as a result, harmony with their God
leading to harmony with each other and the world around them.
If the Bible is right then we were created to live as Gods friends, it is not surprising that we do not function properly unless that friendship is in place. We
were designed in such a way that we need food and liquid if we are to survive
and we are hungry and thirsty until we get them. In a similar way we were
designed to exist in a loving friendship with God. It is only in a relationship
with him that life ultimately makes sense and nothing other than that can
bring lasting satisfaction. It was a great church leader Augustine who many
centuries ago wrote "Lord you have made us for yourself and our hearts are
restless till they find their rest in you. "
PASTOR GORDON HOLD
Enquiries Pastor Gordon Hold
01284 762663 ghold@gmail.com
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